Nativity of the Lord
Sunday, December 25, 2011
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Saturday, December 24

    8:00 a.m.
NO MASS

    4:00 p.m.
Thomas Stack r/b Frank & Mary Arundell

    7:00 p.m.       People of the Parish

    Midnight
Sean O’Donnell r/b the St. Agnes Staff

Sunday, December 25

    8:00 a.m.
Laura Jean Migatz Sullivan r/b her family

  10:00 a.m.
Malloy & Tito Families


Monday, December 26
    9:00 a.m.
Rev. Edwin A. Flynn (1st Pastor)

Tuesday, December 27
    7:00 a.m.
In thanksgiving to Fr. Pio & St. Faustina
    9:00 a.m.
Stan Jusyk r/b his wife, Peg Jusyk

Wednesday, December 28
    9:00 a.m.
Mary Riordan

Thursday, December 29
    7:00 a.m.       Mark Minevich & family r/b their family
    9:00 a.m.       Sean McKenna r/b Margaret McKenna


Friday, December 30
    9:00 a.m.       Ronald Agostini r/b Lillian Agostini

Saturday, December 31
    8:00 a.m.
John Minevich, Jr. r/b his family
    4:00 p.m.
John Coyne r/b his family
Sunday, January 1

    7:00 a.m.
People of the Parish
    9:00 a.m.       Theresa Otfinowski r/b her family

  11:00 a.m.
Georgina Santos r/b the St. Agnes Women’s Club
    5:00 p.m.       In thanksgiving to Fr. Pio & St. Faustina

Please Pray for the Sick

Ronda Agostinucci, Andrea Brower, Muriel Cheney, Paul Cianci, Sal DiMauro, Ron Fenn, Donna Harman, Tim Hernandez, Jim O’Rourke, Diane Standley, Daniel Thibault, Mary Wilson

This Week’s Events: 
December 25th – January 1st 
	Sunday

12/25
	Merry Christmas
	 

	Monday
	NAMI
FF Grades 1 – 6

EDGE Core

Healing Service
	cancelled
No classes
cancelled
cancelled

	Tuesday
	FF Grades 1 – 6


	No classes



	Wednesday
	FF Grades 1 – 6

R.C.I.A. 

Choir Rehearsal
	No classes

No classes 

cancelled

	Thursday
	Life Teen Core
	7:00 p.m.

	Friday
	Adoration
	9:30 a.m.

	Sunday

1/1
	Happy New Year
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For December 31st & January 1st          

	Mass Time
	Altar Server
	Lector
	EM 1
	EM 2
	EM 3
	EM 4

	4pm
	
	Herbert
	Rosene
	Walsh
	Gladue
	Wells

	7 am
	Brardo
	Cocola
	Magaldi
	Manuck
	
	

	9 am
	
	Fecteau
	Fecteau
	Whewell
	Woodmnsee
	Carbno

	11am
	
	Carbelas
	Kenny
	Nejfelt
	
	


Ministry schedules for January and February can be found on the website and on the usher’s table in the Church.  

Wishing you all a safe and prosperous New Year.
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Parish Coffee Hour  
The coffee hour for today (and next Sunday) has been cancelled.  Please join us in the parish hall following the 9 a.m. Mass on January 8th.  All are welcome. 
The New Roman Missal

English speaking countries throughout the world began praying the New Roman Missal which has become the norm for the church liturgy.  Priests’ prayers sound very different.  Your responses have changed as well and can be found on the laminated pew cards.   PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE THE PEW CARDS FROM THE PEWS.  Photo copies are available on the ushers’ tables for you to take home.     
Healing Hands of Jesus

The monthly healing service scheduled for Monday, December 26th has been cancelled for this month due to the Christmas holiday.  Please join us next month, January 30th at 7 p.m. in the Church.    
Oneight Confirmation

January 17th: The 8th grade class on January 17th is going to be a special night for candidates and sponsors. Please plan accordingly to have your sponsor come. If your sponsor is unable to attend, you may have an adult proxy in their place. If you have not thought about a sponsor yet, please do so. Official Sponsor forms will be distributed that evening.  The class will run as usual from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
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Life Teen will resume January 8th with the Spring Semester Kickoff.

 

WANTED:  any parents or young adults aged 21 or older.  
If you're interested in learning about how the youth of our parish are thriving, come join us for a planning meeting.  Mark your calendar for: EDGE (middle-school – 3rd and 4th Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.) or Life Teen (high-school – every Thursday at 7:00 p.m.).  We are looking for people faithful to the Church who are passionate about serving our youth.  If that's you, come check us out!
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We will meet Saturday, January 7th from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the parish hall.  This night, entitled, "Lord, Help Me!" is all about the prayer of petition and how asking God for something connects us with Him on a very personal level, acknowledging that we are in need of His help.  Join us for an incredible night!

Offices Closed
Due to the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, the church offices will be closed on Monday, December 26th and January 2nd.  The Rectory office will be open only limited hours during the week of December 26th.  Thank you.  

Stewardship
“She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”  - Luke 2:7
Where is Jesus in your life?  Have you made room for Him or is He still in the manger wrapped in rags?  If we are living our lives like all the rest of the modern and commercial world, we may be leaving Jesus out.  It might be time to pick up this Infant Child and make Him a priority in our lives.
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December 18th

$10,008
Pro-Life Corner
The beautiful and moving lyrics of "Mary Did You Know" by Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene. 
Mary, did you know
That your baby boy
Would someday walk on water?
Mary did you know
That your baby boy 
Will save our sons and daughters?
Did you know
That your baby boy 
Has come to make you new?
This child that you've delivered
Will soon deliver you.
Mary did you know
That your baby boy 
Will give sight to a blind man?

Mary did you know
That your baby boy 
Will calm the storm with his hand?
Did you know that your baby boy 
Has walked where angels trod?
When you kiss your little baby
You've kissed the face of God. 
The blind will see
The deaf will hear
The dead will live again
The lame will leap
The dumb will speak
The praises of the Lamb
Mary did you know
That your baby boy 
Is Lord of all creation?
Mary did you know
That your baby boy 
Will one day rule the nations?
Did you know
That your baby boy 
Is heaven's perfect Lamb?
This sleeping child you're holding
Is the Great I Am  

Wishing St Agnes a most blessed celebration of the birth of Christ.
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Mental Health Support Group will NOT meet tomorrow
Signs of self-neglect

Self-neglect describes situations in which older people put themselves at high risk. People who neglect themselves may have a disorder which impairs their judgment or memory. They may have a chronic disease. Knowing where to draw the line between a person’s right to independence and self-neglect can be hard.  The Eldercare Locator, a service of the Administration on Aging, works through local and state Area Agencies on Aging. You can contact the Eldercare Locator at www.eldercare.gov or call 1-800-677-1116 toll-free. They might have information about nutrition programs, preventive health services, elder rights, caregiver training, and support services for older people and their caregivers that are available in your area.  The National Institute on Aging’s website, www.nia.nih.gov/health, offers an online list of more than 300 national health and aging organizations, including contact information. 
Please call Joan Lazar, RN, Parish Nurse, at 860-287-2381, or email joan.lazar@snet.net if you or a loved one is ill, hospitalized or homebound. Questions concerning health: mental, physical or emotional for you or someone you know are also welcomed.

          Just a Quick Note
             The Music Corner

This Week’s Music & Responsorial Psalm:

Christmas Eve:  

Joyful Gloria – WC #354

Gospel Acclamation – WC #234

Psalm #96:  “Today, today a savior has been born; a savior has been born to us.  He is Christ the Lord, Christ the Lord, Jesus Christ the Lord.” 

Choral Anthem at 7 p.m. Mass:  “Still, Still, Still” – Joyce Eilers Bacak; “Lo, How a Rose” – traditional hymn
Sanctus – WC #240

Memorial Acclamation – WC #244

Great Amen – WC #248

Agnus Dei – WC #252
Christmas Day:

Joyful Gloria – WC #354

Gospel Acclamation – WC #234

Psalm #98:  “All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.”
Sanctus – WC #240

Memorial Acclamation – WC #244

Great Amen – WC #248

Agnus Dei – WC #252

Please note:  the choir will be providing prelude music 30 minutes before the 7 p.m. Mass. 

Catholic Charities – Providing Help, Creating Hope
Charity is at the heart of the Catholic Church.  As we celebrate the birth of Christ, let us not forget what He taught us, to treat others with care and compassion.  In the face of adversity, whether it is financial hardship or personal challenges, people often begin to feel desperate and abandoned.  Catholic Charities honors Christ’s teaching of compassion and care by providing physical nourishment to the hungry in the form of food assistance, spiritual nourishment to those souls in need of care through behavioral health and substance abuse treatment services, and support to the family through pregnancy and adoption services and family life activities.  

In these challenging economic times, helping others is dependent upon the support Catholic Charities receives from you.   Please prayerfully consider making a gift to the Catholic Charities Annual Fund.   To make a gift online, visit www.ccfsn.org, or mail your gift directly to: Catholic Charities, c/o 197 Broadway, Norwich, CT 06360.  Thank you.

Incense Use
Many of our parishioners have respiratory related health concerns.  In an effort to accommodate their needs, incense will not be used at all of the Christmas Masses.  Please note:  Incense will not be used at the following Masses:  Christmas Eve – 12/24, 4 p.m. or Christmas Day – 12/25, 8 a.m.   Please plan accordingly. 

Mass Schedule

Christmas

December 24th (Saturday)

4:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 12:00 a.m. December 25th (Sunday)
8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  

Solemnity of Blessed Virgin Mary

January 1st, 2012

The Mass Schedule will follow the regular Sunday schedule – 

4 p.m. vigil (Saturday), 

7 a.m., 9 a.m., 11 a.m. & 5 p.m. Lifeteen.
  
Parish Restructuring Report 

After the initial meeting, which was open to all parishioners, regional meetings were scheduled by deanery.  Our deanery is the New London Deanery, which was divided into groups or “clusters” of parishes all united by common attributes.  Our cluster includes the parishes of St. Matthias and St. Paul along with St. Agnes/St. Francis.  Each church has 3 or 4 representatives.  The purpose of the committee is not to seek closure of parishes but to see how to best use resources if three parishes only have one or two priests to administer them.  

Changes such as Mass schedules, “yoking” or “twinning” where parishes maintain their own identity while collaborating with each other and the sharing of material resources, are among the issues to be discussed.  The number of Masses offered at each parish within the cluster will be reduced to accommodate the possibility of one priest per cluster.  A recommendation will go to Bishop Cote in the spring with changes scheduled to take effect by the end of next year.  The committee has met three times so far with more meetings scheduled.  Discussions are still underway and further updates will be in future bulletins.



Merry Christmas

Dear Father in Heaven, 

We kneel before the crib on this Holy Night and worship Your Son who became one of us. As this little Child sleeps in the hush of the star-studded sky, we feel again the warmth of Your hope. As we gaze at the light glowing from the crib, the scales begin to drop away from our hearts, and we feel a long-forgotten tenderness begin to well up within us. Christ the Savior is born! 

O Father, in the fervent, life-giving love flowing from our Infant King, enkindle in us a new light. Renew our faith and love this Christmas, that Your love and warmth would flow through our hearts and hands into the hearts and lives of all we meet, bringing Your light especially to those who feel distant from You, those whose faith and hope have diminished in the wake of daily difficulties and distractions. 

O God, please watch over our loved ones near and far, especially those who protect us at home and abroad. Bring Your peace to every part of our world, every room of our homes, and every corner of our hearts. 

Dear Jesus, thank You for coming to us, so that we might come to You. Amen. 

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
For a child is born to us, a son is given us.
Isaiah 9:1, 5[image: image4.png]
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