Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 4, 2011
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Isaiah 61:1 – 2a, 10 – 11 
1 Thessalonians 5:16 – 24   
    John 1:6 – 8, 19 – 28  
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Saturday, December 3
    8:00 a.m.
Special Intentions of & in thanksgiving r/b the Rosary Group
    4:00 p.m.
Joanne Johnson

Sunday, December 4
    7:00 a.m.
Rathbun & Mazzella families r/b Rosemary Rathbun

    9:00 a.m.
Lorraine Stich r/b M/M Hagaman

  11:00 a.m.
Marvin Rosene r/b his family

    5:00 p.m.
People of the Parish

Monday, December 5
    9:00 a.m.
Fred & Elizabeth Mueller

Tuesday, December 6
    7:00 a.m.
John & Clara Minevich r/b their family
    9:00 a.m.
Adeline Pope r/b Gerald Pope & family

Wednesday, December 7
    9:00 a.m.
Frances Ferrier r/b her family
    7:00 p.m.       66th Wedding Anniv. of George & the late Veronica Jones


Thursday, December 8
    9:00 a.m.       James Carabelas r/b his sister, Rosanna
    5:00 p.m.       Sylvia Phillips r/b Robert Phillips



Friday, December 9
    9:00 a.m.
Katerina Schweizer r/b Gail & Ray Magaldi

Saturday, December 10
    8:00 a.m.
In thanksgiving to Fr. Pio & St. Faustina
    4:00 p.m.
Dion Carabelas r/b his sister, Rosanna
Sunday, December 11
    7:00 a.m.
Anthony B. Pollack r/b Lucy & Don Mullane
    9:00 a.m.
People of the Parish
  11:00 a.m.
William Hector r/b his family
    5:00 p.m.
No Mass- Light Parade
Please Pray for the Sick

Ronda Agostinucci, Andrea Brower, Muriel Cheney, Paul Cianci, Sal DiMauro, Gilda Donovan, Dorothy Drake, Donna Harman, Tim Hernandez, Jim O’Rourke, Diane Standley, Daniel Thibeault, Mary Wilson
This Week’s Events: 
December 4th – December 11th
	Sunday

12/4
	Explng God’s Word

Coffee Hour

Life Teen Night

Vespers
	9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

6:00 p.m.          
7:00 p.m.          

	Monday
	FF Grades 1 – 6
Worship & Spirituality

Advent Retreat
	4:30 – 5:45 p.m.
No meeting
7:00 p.m.

	Tuesday
	Bible Study

FF Grades 1 – 6
FF Grade 7

Advent Retreat
	10:00 a.m.

4:30 – 5:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

	Wednesday
	Bridebrook Prayer Grp

FF Grades 1 – 6
R.C.I.A. 

Choir Rehearsal
	10:30 a.m.

4:30 – 5:45 p.m. 6:45 p.m.

7 – 9:00 p.m. 

	Thursday
	K of C Advent/Awards
LifeTeen Core
	7:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

	Friday
	Adoration
	10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

	Sunday

12/11
	Explng God’s Word
Coffee Hour
Light Parade
Life Teen Night

Vespers
	9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
cancelled          
cancelled          
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For December 7th & 8th  (prelim)        

	Mass Time
	Altar Server
	Lector
	EM 1
	EM 2
	EM 3
	EM 4

	7pm
	
	Kamicker
	
	
	
	

	9 am
	Sullivan
	Nejfelt
	Cassidy
	Johnson
	 
	 

	5pm
	
	Cocola
	
	
	
	


For December 10th & 11th            

	Mass Time
	Altar Server
	Lector
	EM 1
	EM 2
	EM 3
	EM 4

	4 pm
	
	Jolly
	Reifsnydr
	Johnson
	Olson
	Davis

	7 am
	Zito
	Guerra
	Gada
	Berardo
	
	

	9 am
	
	Carbno
	Carbno
	Psquale
	Psquale
	Walsh

	11 am
	
	Monat
	Cimmino
	Nejfelt
	
	


If you are available to serve at either the vigil Mass or 5 p.m. Holy Day mass on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, please call the Rectory and let us know.  
Lector workbooks for the new liturgical year are available in the sacristy.  If you are currently a lector, please take one home.  Thank you.
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Parish Coffee Hour  
Please join us in the parish hall following the 9 a.m. Mass for the parish coffee hour.  All are welcome. 
K of C Advent Awards Dinner

Reminder:  The Annual Member Awards Dinner will be held this Thursday, December 8th from 7 to 10 p.m. in the parish hall.  Space is limited.  If you haven’t yet reserved your spot, please call Bob Hurd or Pat Hemingway.  

Christmas Groceries for the Poor

Thanks a lot to all of you who made grocery donations this weekend for those in need.  Remember we will also be collecting next weekend prior to all Masses.  If you need an additional bag or list, both are available at the main doors of the Church.    
Flower Donations
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Please return your flower donation envelopes by December 12th.   You may place them in the offertory basket or drop them off at the Rectory.  The booklet in whose memory your flowers were donated will be prepared during that week.  

The New Roman Missal

Advent has begun.  Last weekend, English speaking countries throughout the world began praying the New Roman Missal which will become the norm for the church liturgy.  Priests’ prayers sound very different.  Your responses have changed as well and can be found on the laminated pew cards.   PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE THE PEW CARDS FROM THE PEWS.  If you would like to take a copy home to read through, photo copies are available on the ushers’ tables.   Thank you for your cooperation.  
St. Agnes Women’s Club

The St. Agnes Women’s Club will hold our annual Advent Christmas Pot Luck Dinner on Tuesday, December 13th at 5:30 p.m.   Members are asked to bring their favorite dish and the club will provide the ham.  Please remember to bring a $5.00 donation for our Christmas family gift-giving program.  If anyone is in need of a ride, please call Alice at 739-7874.

Annual GivingTree
Again this year, our faith formation students will be making warm scarves for our brothers and sisters living outside or in shelters during the bitter months ahead.  Please leave your donations of warm hats, mittens, gloves, warm socks, etc. under the Giving Tree in church to be donated to local shelters and Catholic Charities in Norwich.  Any questions, please call Kathy Rockwell at 860-739-2412.  Thank you!

Martin House Christmas Wish List
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The St. Vincent de Paul Society will be collecting Christmas gifts for the residents of Martin House.  This is a gift giving project sponsored by our parish.  Residents look forward to this event; many are mentally challenged or in recovery.  They have little or no family contact.  Crisis intervention services, educational opportunities, and social service referrals are available to them.  The residents contribute partially to their room and board which includes three meals per day.  They realize the importance of kindness and sharing, especially during the holidays.  A list of names and gift items desired has been placed on the bulletin board in the rear of the church.  To make a contribution, write your first and last name in the donor column.  Please have gifts wrapped and labeled with 2 tags; one with the name of the resident and the other with the contents.  Please leave the gifts on Saturdays and Sundays only.  The last date for gift contributions is Sunday, December 18th.  If you have any questions, please call Rose at 860-739-7920.  Thank you for your support.

Oneight Confirmation
Don't forget about your service hours! Students in grades 7 and 8 are both required to complete 10 hours of service work. This holiday season is a great time to get in some extra work for your neighbor. Service hour submission forms are available on the church website under "Oneight Homework". Please print and return them to the Faith Formation Office upon completion.

The next confirmation class will be for 7th graders this coming Tuesday, December 6th, from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Our 7th graders have been learning about God's use of covenants throughout bible history. Next they will learn about God's final covenant established by Jesus Christ and the institution of the Eucharist.
Confirmation parents:  are you looking to enrich your own faith life while your child is at class? You should attend our parish Advent Mission. This Monday and Tuesday, Fr. Washabaugh from St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish, New London will be leading a discussion on prayer life in our church from 7 – 8 p.m. You could attend the mission while your child is at class. This is a great opportunity to demonstrate that our path to sainthood begins at confirmation and continues throughout our whole life.
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Our December 4th Life Night will be our last teaching night of the semester. Come join us as we finish up our series on Rediscovering Catholicism.

On Sunday, December 11th, there is NO LIFE TEEN MASS or Life Night because of the Niantic Light Parade.  

On December 18th, we will be decorating sugar cookies and singing Christmas carols at Crescent Point. More details on this Lifeteen sponsored event are coming soon.

Join us this Saturday, December 3rd from 7 – 9 p.m. as we "Dive Into The Deep" and explore the joy of the power of Praise.
Stewardship
“John was clothed in camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist.” - Mark 1:6

St. John the Baptist’s Advent message is, “Prepare, Prepare, Prepare.”  This is very different from the media’s Christmas message of “Buy, Buy, Buy.”  At this time of the year the good steward is most definitely challenged to embrace the simplicity of St. John the Baptist more than the commercialism of the season.
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November 20th 

$9,415
November 27th

$9,669


On buying Fish: By federal law, grocery stores and big-box stores like Costco must include on the label whether a fish has been previously frozen or is fresh, plus identify its country of origin. For wild fish, the best fish on the U.S. market generally come from the Pacific, says Erin Palinski, RD, a registered dietitian in New Jersey. When it comes to farm-raised fish, Palinski suggests picking American ones since this country regulates the product more tightly.  U.S. fish labels must also disclose whether color has been added to fish.   All farmed fish must be labeled as such. “Frozen fish is often of higher quality than fish that’s not frozen,” says nutrition scientist Joyce Nettleton, DSC “But it must be handled properly.” The fish should be frozen right after being caught, not frozen, thawed, then frozen again. Before cooking, let the fish come to room temperature.

Please call Joan Lazar, RN, Parish Nurse, at 860-287-2381, or email joan.lazar@snet.net if you or a loved one is ill, hospitalized or homebound. Questions concerning health: mental, physical or emotional for you or someone you know are also welcomed.
Pro-Life Corner
Think about Mary, young and innocent, planning her wedding to her betrothed, Joseph, and suddenly she is told she is pregnant and her whole life is about to change. She had to make a choice, like millions of girls who find themselves unexpectedly expecting.  She must have been frightened.  She would have to face Joseph, her parents, her family and friends. Mary chose life and thereby gave life to the world! Spend some time during this Advent season meditating on Mary’s journey as she prepares to have God’s child.  Not only is Mary young and pregnant, Joseph had planned to divorce her until he had a vision in a dream and out of obedience to God stayed with Mary to raise this special child. Joseph had to make a choice as do many young fathers to be. Do they support the mother and child or walk away? The days and months preceding the birth of Christ must have been very interesting indeed. Let’s take some time to contemplate that journey.
Please let’s not forget the babies at Birthright during this Christmas season. Diapers and warm sleepers are needed daily to provide for women who visit Birthright in New London. Thank you!

Holy Day Mass Schedule

Immaculate Conception

Wednesday, December 7th (Vigil)
       7:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 8th        9:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

There will be no 7 a.m. Mass on Thursday, December 8th.  


          Just a Quick Note
             The Music Corner

This Week’s Music & Responsorial Psalm:

Gospel Acclamation – WC #234

Psalm #85 “Lord, let us see your kindness; Lord, let us see your kindness.”  

Choral Anthem at 4 p.m. Mass:  “We Look for the Star” – Hal Hopson

Sanctus – WC #240

Memorial Acclamation – WC #244

Great Amen – WC #248

Agnus Dei – WC #252
Advent at St. Agnes

Advent is upon us.  Please take note of the following events:   
Dec 3/4:
Collection of Grocery Bags for the Poor; distribution of wreaths
Dec 5/6:
Advent Retreat 7 p.m.

Dec 8th:
Feast of the Immaculate Conception. Mass will be celebrated at 7 p.m. (Vigil – Wednesday), 9:00 a.m. and 5 p.m. Thursday 

Dec 9th:
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Dec 10/11:
Collection of Grocery Bags

Dec 11th:
Niantic Light Parade, 5:00 p.m. Sunday Mass & Vespers cancelled
Dec 16th:
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Dec 20th:
Pageant Rehearsal at 4:30 p.m.

Dec 20th:
Deanery Penance Service - St Matthias 7 p.m.

Dec 21st:
Pageant Rehearsal at 4:30 p.m.

Dec 22nd:
Pageant Rehearsal at 4:30 p.m.

Dec 23rd:
NO Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Dec 24th:
8:00 a.m. Mass is cancelled

Christmas Mass Schedule

December 24th (Saturday)

4:00 p.m., 7:00 p.m., 12:00 a.m. 

December 25th (Sunday)

8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.  

ADVENT Mission

Prayer

How do we pray?

Fr. Bob Washabaugh, pastor of St. Mary Star of the Sea Church in New London, will talk to us about prayer.  He will focus on two saints – great teachers of prayer – Saint Benedict and Saint Ignatius of Loyola.
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Monday and Tuesday 

December 5 - 6, 2011

7 - 8 p.m. Talk

Saint Agnes Church

Join us for light refreshments in the parish hall following the talks

Everyone is welcome.  please bring a friend.[image: image7.png]
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